Mood Meter Puzzle Solution
By Jorge Zhang

THE SUBTRAGTIVE MOOD METER

Consider the title of this puzzle to see the light
format=(c,v)=(x,y)
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Subtractive Additive
Pleasant ( , )+ Contempt( , )=lrritated( , ) Miserable ( , )+ Repulsed( , )=7(_, )
4 5 21 3 11 18
?(s,u)+Distracted( , )+?(_,e)=7( ,a) Aware( , )+Wary( , )=7( , )
14 7 20 2 9 25
?( , )+ Submissive (b, u) = Exhausted { , ) ?( . J+Repulsed( , )+?(d, )=7(g, )
12 26 16 23
?( , )+Perplexed( , )=Satisfied( , ) ?( . )+ Thoughtful ( , )= Motivated ( , )
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Alert( , )+7?( , )=Invested( , ) P p ;
29 33 32 The answer to this puzzle is a dichotomy
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Key Realization One: (c,v) = (consonants, vowels), (x,y) = coordinates on the plane

The format gives away a big hint. Treat every section of the mood meter as a coordinate plane.
For example, Pleasant is at (1,1) on the original mood meter. The first consonant in Pleasant is
P. The first vowel in Pleasant is E. Thus, Pleasant = (P, E)

Key Realization Two: The key phrase at the bottom of the page corresponds to (c,v) pairs
For example, Pleasant = (P, E). Under the P, a 4 is written. Therefore, the fourth letter of the key
phrase is P.

Key Realization Three: Colors can be combined with each other to get new colors
“Subtractive Mood Meter” is a huge hint. It refers to the fact that cyan, magenta, and yellow
pigments combine with each other to make different colors when printing things (CMYK, where
K is black). This is called “Subtractive” because pigments absorb light, reflecting less and less
until they reflect no light back (corresponding to black). On the other hand, red, green, and blue
light combine to make different colors (RGB). This is called “Additive” because colored light
combines until all colors are present (corresponding to white).

ADDITIVE SUBTRACTIVE

Use these rules when figuring out which section of the mood meter the unknown words are
located in. For example, Pleasant is yellow, Contempt is magenta, and Irritated is red. Magenta
+ Yellow = Red, so therefore Pleasant + Contempt = Irritated.

Key Realization Four: Coordinates on the grid are add together when colors mix
For example, Pleasant is (1,1) and Contempt is (3,1). Pleasant (1,1) + Contempt (3,1) = Irritated
(4.1).



Using these key realizations, the key phrase can be found. It is “Swap Threatened and
Anticipative Seven”

Key Realization Five
Seven simply means that the answer is seven letters. When you swap threatened and
anticipative, it should look something like this:

The answer is YIN YANG.



